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Welcome to North Sydney Oval for the final 
home game of the 2002-2003 regular season. 
Last week we broke into the top six for the first 
time this season and tonight we have the 
opportunity to consolidate our place with a win. 


We have an amazing tally of eight wins from our 
last ten matches and the team was decidedly 
challenged this past week as they travelled far 
and wide to play. First the team flew to Auckland 
to defeat the Football Kingz 3-1, then it was back 
to Sydney and down to Victoria to back up with 
a 3-1 win over the Melbourne Knights. It is a 
credit to the players, officials and Club support 
staff to come away from such a hectic week 
with all six competition points. 


It is probably a good time to reflect on the past 
few weeks and see just how far the Spirit have 
progressed. After being in last place on the NSL 
table in January our rise and recent string of 
results is a credit to the entire Club that is Spirit, 
which includes our valued fans. 


The players have performed on the park and 
gained results by playing open, attacking, 
and entertaining football. Their fitness and 
dedication is a credit to them and their coach, 
especially when you consider that the past 


eight weeks have seen them play their regular 
rounds as well as the three games that were 
postponed from December. 


Off the field, the staff at the Club have been 
giving Spirit their best, working hard to ensure 
that players, fans, the media, Soccer Australia 
and the general public have all they need to 
know about the team. 


Not to be forgotten, the fans have believed in us 
and become one of our true strengths. We 
notice, welcome and appreciate your support 
and will be providing a supporters bus to our 
next match at Parramatta against the Power on 
March 16. Details of the bus service are on our 
website www.northernspirit.com.au or you can 
contact the Club on 9460 2187. 


Finally, congratulations are in order for some of 
our players this week. Paul Henderson, who was 
a member of the first Spirit team, last week played 
his 100th NSL game and all of them have been 
here at this Club. | would also like to congratulate 
Alex Wilkinson and Jonathon Richter who were 
both selected in the Australian National under 20 
team for the FIFA World Youth Championships to 
be held in the UAE in March. 

Good luck from all of us. 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 


VS 


MARCONI id 
STALLIONS 


March 7, 2003 


GATES OPEN AT 4.30PM 
KICK OFF AT 7.30PM 


VIEW FROM THE TOP - Lawrie McKinna 


Well what can I say? 


The boys have done brilliantly to secure wins 
over the Kingz and Knights away from home ina 
tiring week and come away with the full six 
points. | couldn't have asked any more from 
them. They have stood up to the test of being 
counted and have not been found wanting in 
any department. 


We've always held the sneaky feeling at the 
club that we had the potential to make the finals 
with the players we had and, although we're not 
yet there, in all honesty the guys have surpassed 
themselves and it has been a very pleasant to see 
the side playing attacking football and getting 
the results. 


We were playing well in the first-half of the 
season but didn’t get the breaks | think we 
deserved sometimes. But they've kept plugging 


away, kept the belief in themselves and what 
they can do if we take the maximum points 
tonight we are in the top six. That would be 
beyond our truest expectations of course and 
we will not be getting complacent our position. 


We meet a Marconi side this evening that is 
hurting. Their pride alone will ensure they give 
us a tough game tonight and we'll be going all 
out for the win so that the match against 
Parramatta Power is not the be all and end all of 
our season. We want top six football and we 
want it as early as possible, make no mistake 
about that. 


| always thought that latter part of the season 
would be when we started to get the results as 
the players got used to the play | want to see 
and they got used to each other. To have strung 
together the little runs we have had of late has 
been very pleasing and come at just the right 
time and the reward will be an extra 10 week's 
of football, at least, for the players and you, our 
magnificent supporters. 


To say we owe the fans an enormous debt would 
be an understatement. You have managed to turn 
yourselves into our ‘12th man’ and remained 
behind the team at all times, even when the 
results were not exactly going our way. Thank you 
from all, of us. We really want to give you what 
you deserve. 


| cannot finish this piece without congratulating 
Paul Henderson on his 100th club and NSL 
appearance. He is a crowd favourite and a very 
popular figure at the club. The only way he could 
have celebrated a better win was if we had 
scored a few more goals. |'m glad he plays for 
us and he has a great future ahead. 


Lastly, | cannot praise your support enough and 
| don’t need you to ask you to get behind the 
team tonight in what is an historic match for us. 
| look forward to hearing you all making noise 
this evening. 


Let's all look forward to the remainder of the 
season together. 


OUR VISITOR'S TONIGHT 


Marconi Stallions come to North Sydney Oval 
for our last home game of the regular season at 
a time when they sit at the bottom of the NSL 
ladder, a position they have never been 
accustomed to. It has been a very long, hard 
season and the departure of Raul Blanco is 
symptomatic of the way their campaign has 
panned out. 


Marconi has never finished as the wooden 
spooners in their long NSL history and will be 
out to restore some pride in their season at the 
expense of Northern Spirit. Make no mistake; 
this is one derby match with plenty of history 
behind it for various reasons. 


Missing tonight will be Chad Gibson and Paul 
Cotte, both of whom received their fourth yellow 
cards in the match against Sydney United at 
Marconi Stadium in the last round. They can ill 
afford to loss of such players against a rampant 
in-form Spirit, but will no doubt give the home 
side a run. 


Michael Turnbull (#1) has been an ever present 
this season but has seen 40 goals go past him 
before tonight's encounter and questions have 
been asked about the Stallions defence. To help 
out at the back, Angelo Costanzo (#4) should 
return from suspension this evening, added to 
which is club captain Dominic Longo (#6) who is 
always a 100% player with a never-say-die attitude. 


Former Spirit men Tony Perinich (#7) and 
Robbie Enes (#9) have had mixed fortunes this 
year. ‘Pezza’ has come on as a half-time 
substitute in the past two matches whilst ‘Irons’ 
has been in and out of the side. 


Danger player for the visitor's would have to be 
Alex Brosque (#11) who has managed to score 
nine goals before this encounter & is rated as one 
of the brightest prospects in Australian football. 


Michael Thwaite (#24) has come into the side 
for this season and a player who needs no 
introduction to the Spirit faithful is none other 
than Luke ‘Cruncher’ Casserly (#13). Formerly 
with Spirit before heading off to Sweden 
with AIK Solna, I'm sure Luke will be warmly 
welcomed tonight. 


Rale Rasic took over the reins when Blanco was 
sacked but has been unable to alter the fortunes 
of the once great club. With a skinny squad and 
little money to work with, hence the departure 
of so many of the Stallions established stars to 
Parramatta Power during the off-season, anything 
above their current position would seem a 
bonus, It seems incredulous that the club finds 
itself where it is. Rasic remains an Australian 
sporting legend whose famous quote of: “/ tel! 
you my boy," was something yours truly made 
great fun of when we shared a radio show some 
seven years ago. A great friend and a remarkable 
manager who will get the best he possibly can 
from his players. 


For the record, Spirit and Marconi have met on 
six previous occasions at North Sydney Oval 
with the visitors yet to record a win. The record 
stands at: P6 W4 D2 LO F9 A2 {includes finals 
matches). The away record is somewhat pitted 
but stands at: P7 W2 D1 14 F6 A7. The overall 
record therefore is: P13 W6 D3 L4 F15 AQ. 


NORTHERN SPIRIT MARCONI STALLIONS 


# Player Position DOB # Player Position DOB 
2 Julian Watts Defender 17/03/71 1 Michael Turnbull Goalkeeper 24/03/81 
3 Simon Bell Defender 21/10/78 : 
4 Noel Spencer Midfield 26/07/77 2 Chad Gibson Defender 19/06/76 
5 Alex Tobin Defender 03/11/65 3 Shane Webb Defender 14/09/80 
6 | Robbie Trajkovski Midfield 2ao772 | 4 4 | oneesee nereurree 94/04/73 
7 Andrew McDermott Midfield 24/03/77 ) 
8 lan Ferguson Midfield 15/03/67 5 Angelo Costanzo Defender 09/05/76 
9 Adam Kwasnik Striker 31/05/83 6 Dominic Longo Defender 23/08/70 
Dylan Macallister Striker 17/05/82 ] Tony Perinich Sinker 30/07/72 
Troy Cranney Midfield 09/02/72 os 
John Hutchinson Midfield 29/12/79 8 Darren McDonald Midfield 01/03/76 
Bradley Groves Midfield 29/01/82 9 Robert Enes Midfield 22/08/75 
Vuko Tomasevic Midfield 13/05/80 10 | Joe Spiteri eriter 06/05/73 
Brent Fisher Striker 06/07/83 ‘ 
Stewart Petrie Striker 27/02/70 11 Alex Brosque Striker 12/10/83 
Alex Wilkinson Defender 13/08/84 12 | Steven Fitzsimmons Midfield 07/09/76 
Jeremy Seales Defender 17/02/76 13 | Luke Casserly Defender 11/12/73 
Paul Henderson Goalkeeper 22/04/76 sh 
Sean Walsh Midfield 14/02/84 14 Grant Last Midfield 30/01/81 
Matthew Osman Defender 29/07/83 15 | Eric Anabalon Striker 22/08/75 
Steven Baveas Midtield 07/04/84 16 | Tony Sekulic Defender 30/10/74 
Shane Thompson Midfield 24/11/78 } : ; 
Aaron Burgess Striker 10/11/78 ? 18 Kevo Gulesserian Striker 21/09/81 
Jonathan Richter Midfield 12/04/83 ) 20 | Stacy Alogdellis Goalkeeper 07/06/78 
Matthew Hunter Defender 23/04/84 21 | Christian Care Midfield 21/03/79 
Jacob Rex Goalkeeper 04/10/84 _ 
Adam Fcti Striker 20/02/84 23 Paul Cotte Midfield 03/03/84 
Russell Woodruffe Striker 08/11/85 24 | Michael Thwaite Midfield 02/05/82 


NORTHERN SPIRIT YOUTH - 


Gary McGinnis 


Our youth side continued their tremendous run 
with a 0-0 draw against the competition leaders 
the Australian Institute of Sport last Saturday. The 
weekend before, the youth came away with a 3-2 
victory over a determined Marconi Colts side. 


Spirit now goes into the final two games of the 
season with a real chance of making the finals. 
Coach Charlie Davidson stated that "We have had 
a magnificent season and the lads truly deserve a 
spot in the finals. Our squad has been small but this 
has helped a great team spirit to enable us to get 
results when we needed them most.” 


The AIS game last Saturday ended with both teams 
going home with a share of the spoils but it was 
Northern Spirit who came away with another feather 
in their cap. In their two games against the Institute, 
Spirit have taken four points from a possible six 
against some of the best players in the country. 


Both teams went into the game with absentees. 
Spirit lacked the experience of Steven Baveas and 
Olly Skelding whilst Nathan Hughes was away on 
international duty. The AIS had three players 
missing, again through international commitments. 


Inthe second half the game seemed to settle down 
anda spritely Dylan Macallister, returning from injury, 
came closest after some great work from Mark 
Milligan down the right. The game continued to flow 
from end to end but no clear-cut chances came 
until the last seconds of the game. A superb move 
involving sub Omar Obeid and Nick Vasili created 
the chance for Obeid to put in a glorious cross that 
Foti rose to head. The resultant finish ended just 
over the bar with the crowd sensing a winner. 


Standouts for Spirit were the tireless Mark Milligan 
and Daniel Blake in midfield while once again the 
back three of Mouyis, Hunter & Qughtred excelled 
in defence. Lastly top-scorer Adam Foti played his 
best game of the season with a solid performance 
alongside the experienced Macallister. 


Against Marconi, Spirit youth player Matthew Hunter 
was the hero as Spirit youth capped a frustrating 
evening with a last gasp 3-2 victory over a plucky 
Marconi Colts side. 


Youth Captain Hunter scored the winner in the dying 
seconds of the game to secure the three competition 
paints for his team. Sean Walsh showed his skills 
up the line and whipped over a cross that Hunter 
duly dispatched into the corner of the net. 


Earlier in the match Spirit had totally dominated the 
first half and indeed hit the woodwork five times. The 
only reward they had to show for their efforts was 
a solitary goal from striker Adam Foti after he was 
brought down in the box for a penalty in the 45th minute. 


In a bizarre second half Spirit incredibly went behind 
2-1 after two superb finishes from Marconi. Once 
again the woodwork was Spirits worst enemy until 
with just three minutes left Andrew ‘Shermo’ 
Mailer rose over the defence to head home a 
deserved equaliser. Spirit then snatched the victory 
as Hunter saved the day with his vital winner. 


Stand-out players for Spirit were the excellent 
Stuart Page, Travis Oughtred, Andrew Mailer, 
Bradley Porter and of course Hunter. 

Captain Hunter commented after the game “I thought 
we played some great football and really should 
have finished the game as a contest by half-time. 
Credit to the team though for a great comeback.” 


[ |_| 
a END OF SEASON PARTY! 


Calling All Cadbury Ice Cream Loyalty Card Holders... 


To thank all of our Cadbury Ice Cream 4% 
Loyalty Card Holders tonight we are 4 
holding an end of season party! 


Please take your passport full of 

stamps (from each of our home 

games) to the merchandise stall to 

receive your free drink and ticket for 
a sausage roll. 


You're welcome to hang out at i i 
the Northern Spirit Road Show “©? 
and on the Human Footy “tore 
Table whenever games are 

not on the main field. lake 


Have some fun and thank you 
for supporting Northern Spirit y 
and Cadbury Ice Cream! 


ae, 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 
EASTER SOCCER CAMPS 


Venue | — Cromer Park, 101 South Creek Road, 
Dee Why 


We are now taking bookings for our Easter 
Soccer Camps for boys and girls aged between 
six and 16 years. The camps are running from 
9am — 3pm in seven locations from Monday 14th 
April until Thursday 17th April. Each participant 
will have access to qualified coaches, be able 
to meet Northern Spirit first team players, every 
child receives a gift from the Spirit as well as 
being able to learn and develop new soccer 
skills for the new season. 


To book your place on the camp 

please call 02 8904 1487 or send an email to 
marketing@northernspirit.com.au 

and leave your address. 


Venue 2— Killarney Oval, Melwood Avenue, 
Killarney 


Venue 3—Lionel Watts, Blackbutts Road, 
Frenchs Forest 


Venue 4— Jackson Road, Playing Fields, 
Warriewood 


Venue 5—Kuringai High School, 
Bobbin Head Road, Turramurra 


Venue 6 — Christie Park, Christie Road, 
North Ryde 


Venue 7 — Pennant Hills Park, Brittania Street, 
Pennant Hills 9am-1pm 


CONGRATULATIONS PAUL HENDERSON! 


Paul Henderson played between the sticks in 
Spirit's first ever NSL match and although it 
resulted in a sad nil-two loss to Olympic Sharks, 
he is still the custodian after five long years. 
‘Hendo’ has seen off the challenges for his #1 
spot from the likes of Peter Blazincic, John 
Perosh, Lupce Acevski and a host of others to 
remain firmly as the favourite son of the North 
Sydney faithful. But for all the adulation he has 
received from the fans he remains a quiet, 
almost bashful, man. Not for Henderson the 
trappings of stardom. 


When asked about his 100th NSL and Spirit 
appearance against the Melbourne Knights in 
Spirit's three one win last weekend he simply 
replies: 


“Of course it was nice to get the three points 
against the Knights and to make my 100th 
appearance for the Club. But it was more 
important that the side won the game and we 
continued to march toward the finals.” 


Indeed, to get Hendo to mention anything about 
himselfis a vexing proposition. He is of the opinion 
that when he takes the field he is simply doing 
his job and does it to the best of his ability. Not 
a bad philosophy in today’s hectic lifestyle. 


In the dressing room he is often quiet before 
and after matches and the only constant is that 
big cheesy grin of his. He takes defeat badly but 
it's not long before the smile appears again, 
whether to meet the fans or sponsors. 


Rarely touching alcohol or anything stronger than 
fizzy drink, our custodian usually pops down to 
The Establishment after games where he happily 
chats with supporters. Always available to 
everyone is our Hendo, and that only enhances 
his standing with fans and management alike. 


& Spirit Goalkeeper - Paul Henderson 


Goalkeeping gear uhisport 
supplied by uhlsport. precisionfootball 


> [9 it it.co mM. au 


Lawrie McKinna says: 


“It's great to have a lad like Hendo between the For the record: 
posts and I’m really pleased for him that he 


came away from his 100th with a win. So often Season . Games Conceded 
the milestones seem linked to bad results. 1998/1999 30 37 
3 1999/2000 14 28 
He is a team man and a popular guy in the 2000/2001 n 6 
dressing room and with the entire squad. I'm glad 
he plays for us and we don’t have to come up 2001/2002 23 32 
against him. He has a great future ahead of him. a 2002/2003# 22 38 
Totals: 100 161 


Tonight we can celebrate Paul Henderson's 

magnificent milestone achievement of 100 NSL/ (*includes 2 x finals matches 

Spirit matches and hope he celebrates many #=up until Melbourne Knights match) 
more milestones with the only NSL club he has 

ever played for. 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE TABLE: AFTER ROUND 22 


Position Team _ is ~ Played Points 
1 Olympic Sharks 23 48 
2 Perth Glory ; 22 47 
3 Neweastle United Note Teale eae 23 7 
: he I oc Parramatta Power os a 

elaide City Force over Perth Glory 
6 Northern Spirit awarded by a disciplinary 22 33 
7 South Melbourne tribunal as a result of 23 32 
‘ i Perth Glory fielding 
8 Brisbane Strikers an ineligible playsr 23 26 
9 Sydney United Perth originally won match 2-0, 22 24 
10 Melbourne Knights 22 24 
" Wollongong Walves 22 23 
12 Football Kingz 22 21 
13 Marconi Stallions 22 20 


kkk Ks 
NEXT SPIRIT MATCH 


Northern Spirit vs Parramatta Power 
at Parramatta Stadium Sunday March 16, 2003 


Supporters bus service available for just $15 return 
(ticket for game not included). 


Timetable is as follows: 
3:00pm Pick up Brookvale Oval, Brookvale 
3:45pm Pick up North Sydney Train Station 
4:30pm Arrive Parramatta Stadium 
5:00pm Kick off 

Parramatta Power vs Northern Spirit 
7:00pm Depart Parramatta Stadium 
7:30pm Drop off North Sydney Train Station L 
8:00pm Drop off Brookvale Oval A Spirit Striker Brent Fisher No one knows Australia better than Qantas, That's why 
more people choose to fly to and around Australia with us. 

www.gantas.conau QANTAS 


